ENG 101                                                                                                                                      Heather G. S. Johnson

Observation Assignment 

(4-5 double-spaced, typed pages)

Due: Monday, 9/10 

Every author writes from a particular point of view that is informed by his or her unique perspective.  While there are some things that we can't change about ourselves, we can try to put ourselves in different writerly postures in order to view the phenomena from new angles, and to convey that new perspective to a reader.  For this assignment, you will do just that.

First, observe a place.  You choose—it could be anything from the local coffee shop to a dorm room, factory, library, stadium, bathroom, parking lot or forest glade*.  Observe everything you can about the place, every detail you can possibly notice (take your time, sit for a while with your notes), including your personal/emotional impressions.  If you are in a populated area, be sure to take notes on the people who come in, the amount of traffic, etc.  Also, don't forget that you can "observe" with all of your senses.  In addition to what the scene looks like, write down how it sounds, smells, feels (if there is a surface for you to touch), and even tastes, if that's relevant.  You won't need to hand in these notes, but they are essential for the rest of the assignment.  Remember to look for patterns in what you are observing. When you write up your observation, you might consider playing up one or more of those patterns.

Next, you will write 2-3 page description of your selected place.  Think deeply about why you might be writing, and how your purpose would change your writing style (that is, you aren’t simply trying to describe the place—you are trying to give a particular view of the place; to convey a message as well as an image).   You may choose to write the description as a narrative—and you can decide whether it should be from your own perspective, or from a more objective point of view.  Think about what you want to say about this place, and how you want your reader to feel about it.  Imagine that your description would be part of a larger argument—what you hand in for each section will sound like an excerpt from that argument.
After your 2-3 page description of the place, you will write a 1-2 page explanation of what you were trying to do with your description.  You will also describe what strategies you used to make your description accurately reveal your perspective.  Consider the following possibilities:
· State meaning or intentions directly

· Select details that support your intended effect and omit those that don't

· Choose words that frame the subject in a desired way or that have desired connotations.

· Use metaphors, similes, or analogies to create an intended effect.

· Vary sentence structure to emphasize or de-emphasize ideas and details
· Play with different points of view (1st person, 3rd person).
*Note:  please choose a safe place for your observations.  While it might be interesting to read about, I'd rather you not choose the local meth lab as your subject.

