ENG 101                                                                                                                                      Heather G. S. Johnson

Essay #3: Formal Analysis
(4-5 double-spaced, typed pages)

Rough Draft Due: Thursday, 11/30 
Final Draft Due: Thursday, 12/7 
The final essay of this course combines many of the skills we have developed this semester—you will have to call upon your ability to read carefully, write specific summaries, analyze particulars to support a larger claim, develop a complex and compelling thesis statement, and develop a scholarly persona with effective rhetoric. 

For this paper, you will develop a claim about one of the three short stories we will read in the coming weeks ("The Blank Page" by Izak Dinesen, "The Birthmark," by Nathaniel Hawthorne and "The Chrysanthemums," by John Steinbeck).  I highly suggest that you read all three over Thanksgiving Break and begin developing ideas immediately.  Choose the short story that you personally find most interesting—this will help you to write a more compelling paper in the end.  (Also note that the easiest interpretation or the most obvious usually makes for an overly-simplistic, uninteresting analysis.)
As always, your thesis will be the answer to a good question that you've asked about the text.  Here are some preliminary questions to get you started: note that you still need to come up with your own, central question.

"The Blank Page"

· Storytelling:  What makes a good story?  What kinds of "stories" appear in "The Blank Page?"  Are all of them narratives? Remember that we often create stories based on images.  What does the old storyteller have to say about storytelling?  What does the story itself imply about storytelling?
· Sexuality:  How are sex and sexuality described in this story?  Consider also the related concepts of virginity and marriage.  What sort of imagery is used to illustrate sexuality in the story?  What is the story saying about sex and sexuality?

· Social Expectations:  How are social expectations different for members of different classes?  For men and women?  What sorts of behavior do the parents expect from their children (note both the generations of storytellers and the royal parents mentioned later)?  What about the "listeners?"  Does an individual owe a debt to the society he or she lives in?  What happens when an individual doesn't live up to societal expectations?
"The Chrysanthemums"

· Strength:  How does the story define strength?  Is there a difference between strength in a woman and strength in a man?  How is strength represented in the story?  Pay attention to the ways in which the story uses non-humans to illustrate the idea of strength.

· Reproduction:  The story dances around the subject of reproduction.  Consider: what sorts of things are reproduced in the story?  (The Chrysanthemums are just one example.)  What about human reproduction?   How is that dealt with in the story?  
· Freedom/Restraint:  Is freedom always a good thing in this story?  Is restraint always a bad thing?  What is restrained or contained in this story and why?  What is "free?"  What sort of comment does the author seem to be making about the desirability, costs, rewards, or risks of freedom and/or restraint?

"The Birthmark"

· Perception:  According to the story, how is perception shaped?  To what extent is perception the effect of outside influences?  Can perception be scientifically measured?  How are perceptions shaped by thought? The birthmark is the most obvious object of perception, but there are others as well—make sure to consider them!
· Education:  What does the story have to say about the learning process?  What does the learning process entail?  How is Aylmer educated?  How is Georgiana educated?  Of what use is knowledge?  What does increased knowledge do to the one being educated?  What does the story seem to say about the proper application of knowledge?  In what ways is education tied up with desire or fear?
· Science:  What is the role of science in this story?  Is there an affinity between science and religion?  Are scientific pursuits the same as religious pursuits?  Why or why not?  What about science and magic?  Does the story seem to take a stand on the value of science?  
· Symbols:  How do symbols work, according to the story?  How do they affect the human mind?  The birthmark is one symbol, but there are other significant symbols.  Consider: what does the symbol mean to the characters in the story?  What does it mean to the reader of the story?  Why might the meanings be different?  
Your evidence—that is, the material you will use in order to convince your reader that your case is accurate—will take two main forms:  

1) Textual evidence:  What do the characters say that support your case?  What does the narrator tell you?  Are the scenes important to your case?  Are the descriptions important to your case?  Are particular word choices important to your case? This is your main evidence.  [For instance:  “Dorothy desires to go home because Auntie Em misses her (Em clutches her heart).  Dorothy even mentions her desire to be home:  ‘There’s no place like home.’”]

2) “Logical” evidence:  What you know, and what you can assume your reader knows, can be used to argue your position.  What sort of general cultural knowledge can you use as evidence?  Is common sense a factor?  [For instance, “Dorothy desires to go home because ‘home’ traditionally represents comfort, family, and love:  of course Dorothy wants to return to such a place after such a difficult, harrowing journey.”]

Rough Draft:

Instead of a "normal" rough draft, you will write out a list of the following:

1.  Your central Question

2.  6 separate quotes from the story, each with a paragraph of analysis that shows why that quote helps answer your question..
3.  A working thesis.
A successful essay will:
· Present and develop a complex and compelling thesis that explains some element of the text. 

· Provide evidence and examples which support your position’s assertions (crucial importance and representative examples).  Use textual evidence or evidence based on clear, logical deductions/connections.

· Employ a logical and effective organizational structure of well developed paragraphs, smooth transitions, and a strong introduction/conclusion.

· Engage the reader with “zesty” prose, good diction, proper mechanics—these are readability factors! 

· Have a catchy and interesting title that relates to the main claims and/or interpretations of your paper.
