English 101-006

MWF 8-8:50

Fall 2008

Instructor: 
Laura Dempsey

Textbooks: 
Writing: a guide for college and beyond



The McGraw-Hill Reader: Issues across the Disciplines, 10th Edition



The Elements of Visual Analysis



D&K Handbook (I'll let you know when available)

NOTE: I'll tell you when you need a book. DO NOT bring them all to class! 

Course Description & Objectives


In high school, you probably familiarized yourself with the 5 paragraph essay: introduction, supporting arguments and conclusion. In this class, we'll

be breaking out of this mold and expanding our ideas of writing. We will focus on writing as a process which includes prewriting, writing and revising. We will have class discussions which raise questions and inspire critical thought and we will use these conversations as a springboard for informal writing. I will periodically conference with each of you and you'll also rely on your peers for advice on your essays.


The theme for this class is the visual arts. We will be exploring art in all its forms and discussing many different interpretations. This broad theme encompasses everything from Music and Video Games to Culture and Poetry. This theme is not meant to be restrictive, but rather a point of cohesion for our class.

Course Goals: Students will develop these skills...

critical thinking, argument and thesis development, audience awareness, college rhetoric, organization, editing, writing focused and fully developed polished essays of 3-5 pages in length. 

Course Policies:

Grading


My goal as your ENG 101 teacher is to engage your mind, to get you to challenge yourself and to turn out knowledgeable scholars. I believe that students get caught up in counting points, doing only the required amount of work, being  correct and competing against one another for the best grade. All these mindsets get in the way of real knowledge. In order to get the focus back on the exchange of ideas and the improvement of our writing skills, I am implementing a grading contract in place of the traditional grading system. This model is borrowed from Asao Inoue, a former SIUE professor, who used the writing of Peter Elbow (of University of Massachusetts) to formulate this grading system. Here's how it works: 

Your default grade is a B. If you come to class prepared, do all assignments on time and in accordance with the instructions given, actively participate in class discussion, peer reviews and teacher conferences and put together a complete portfolio, then you'll get a B for this course. If you skip class, turn in late assignments, don't do the assignments, plagiarize, etc. your grade will drop. 

B Grades

You are guaranteed a B if you meet these criteria: 

1 Attendance/ Participation: You attend class everyday and fully participate. You are allowed 4 absences (for whatever reason) without being penalized in any way. If you miss more than 4 class sessions before week 10, you will be dropped from the course. This includes missing a conference. 

2 Tardiness: Come to class early or on time. Coming to class late a couple times during the semester is understandable, but habitual tardiness is inconsiderate to the instructor and your fellow students. If you are late you are responsible for what you missed. Attendance is taking at 8am, if you are late come tell me at the end of class, or you will be marked absent.

3 Peer Review/ Sharing Ideas: Demonstrate a willingness to participate in peer review and share your writing and ideas with the class. We will be talking about some controversial topics throughout the course and while I want everyone's view to be expressed and represented, personal attacks or otherwise uncivilized comments will not be tolerated. 

4 Assignments: You will be provided with a detailed assignment description 2 weeks before a final essay is due. Pay attention to all requirements and  refer to the description during the writing process to ensure you follow instructions.

5 Late Assignments: Will not be accepted. You will have 2 weeks to complete each final essay. 

6 Missed Assignments: Incomplete work and work not meeting the guidelines given constitute a missed assignment. You are allowed only one missed assignment before forfeiting your B grade.  

7 Portfolio: You will compile your revised essays and any other polished writing into a portfolio. It must be 15 pages of writing total and will be reviewed by objective graders (other instructors, not me) who will assess it as Pass or Fail. 

 A Grades


If you show unmistakable quality, exemplary effort and improvement, you will receive an A. Your writing will take risks. You earn an A when you go beyond good effort, giving your work the time it needs to become recognizably reflective, thought provoking, organized, researched, polished and otherwise excellent writing. You will incorporate peer suggestions as well as my suggestions into your revision process. You are also required to be consistently insightful, thoughtful, critical and courteous during peer review, class discussion and conferences. 

Grade of C or below 


As mentioned before, missing class and assignments are good ways to let your grade slip. Your grade will also suffer if you are consistently unprepared for class.

Academic Dishonesty 


Plagiarism is serious. In the workplace it can get you fired. An Excerpt from the University handbook: “Plagiarism, the act of representing the work of another as one's own, may take two forms. It may consist of copying, paraphrasing, or otherwise using the written or oral work of another without acknowledging the source, or it may consist of presenting oral or written course work prepared by another as one's own.”


Plagiarism and other forms of academic dishonesty will result in an F for the course. I also reserve the right to report this conduct to the office of the Provost. A second reported instance will result in suspension from the university. 

For more information, see the SIUE handbook. 

Support Services:

Writing Center: Peck Hall 1419, phone #650-2045. Appointments are required, call or stop by to make one. 

Disability: Rendlemen Hall 1218, phone #650-3782. Please notify this office and your instructor if you need any special accommodations. 

Schedule:

Conference weeks:

September 15-19

October 13-17

November 10-14

December 1-5

Final Essay Due Dates:

September 22: Personal Narrative 

October 20: Ad Analysis

November 17: Argumentative

December 10: Self-evaluations and portfolios

Holidays (No Class): 

Labor Day: September 1

Thanksgiving: November 24-28

Tentative Schedule only. Dates are subject to change. 
Syllabus Amendment

In addition to the Grading Contract in the syllabus, here are the requirements we decided on as a class.

In order for a student to receive a B for this course it must be evident by the student’s work that the student put in valiant effort and determination. The student’s work must fulfill the assignment in terms of length, substance, development and focus. The work is to be an example of the student’s best ability and quality. Time and care must be taken on the student’s part to make the work the best possible.

These requirements apply to all assignments, no matter how small. Free-writes, Daily writing assignments, Rough Drafts, Peer Reviews, Conferences, Revisions, Final Drafts, Self-Reflections and Final Portfolio.

