ENG 101 - Laura Dempsey

Argumentative Paper 
Peer Review Worksheet
This is a rough draft. I expect that you will find some errors, so please be honest. This exercise will help you identify problems in your own writing, because you will be looking for errors in others’ work. If you are confident in your writing skills, this exercise will be a chance for you to help your peers edit.

This time, I will be collecting your comments. Please fill out this worksheet (to be turned in). You will receive peer comments verbally and in conferences. 

Write the thesis statement here (and underline in paper):

What are the main points that are argued in the paper? 

Do you get a sense that the writer understood all evidence, and passionately defended her/his side?

Find any major grammatical problems.

Below I have defined some common logical fallacies.
Note any fallacies (Circle or underline & identify in paper)
Appeal to Authority: This fallacy is committed when the person in question is not a legitimate authority on the subject. If your peer cited Google, HowStuffWorks.com, Wikipedia, etc. these qualify as illegitimate sources. 

Appeal to Belief: Most people believe X, therefore X is true. This line of reasoning is not evidence for your claim. Also underline any use of these words: Everyone, All, Always, Every.

Begging the Question: Thesis statement assumes the claim to be true. Simply stating the argument is true is not evidence. Example, "If such actions were not illegal, then they would not be prohibited by the law." 

ad ignorantiam (argument to ignorance) or Burden of Proof: This fallacy is committed by using a lack of proof/evidence for the other side of the argument as proof for your side. “You cannot prove that God does not exist, therefore He must.”

Personal Attack: Substituting abusive remarks for evidence when attacking the opposite view. “Native Americans are stupid to think that sports teams’ mascots are making fun of them.”

Post Hoc, ergo propter hoc (After this, therefore because of this): Assuming that one event caused another, simply because it happened before. Many superstitions are based on this fallacy. Example: Republicans pass a new tax reform law that benefits wealthy Americans. Shortly thereafter the economy takes a nose dive. Democrats claim that the the tax reform caused the economic woes and they push to get rid of it. 

Relativist: Rejecting a claim based on the premise that it may be true for some people, but it isn’t true for you. 

Non Sequitur (It does not follow): This happens when you conclude with a claim that does not strictly follow the first premise. Example: “Racism is wrong, therefore we need affirmative action.” In this example, you can see that there is just something missing from the argument. i.e. “Affirmative action would reduce racism by X.” A non sequitur argument can usually be fixed by fleshing out ideas. 
