Dempsey - 101


The Narrative

essay #1

Rough Draft due: 9/12/08

Final Draft Due: 9/22/08


In this class, we are focusing on artful expression. Art is a very big part of our culture, as many can't take a walk without being “plugged in” to their iPod or go for a drive without being bombarded by advertisements. Our attention is grabbed by visual and auditory stimuli many times throughout a normal day.  How has art affected your life? What song stirs emotion for you and why?


A Personal Narrative tells a story, but it is also a means by which we can analyze and reflect on a situation to better understand it. Why did you react like you did? How did your actions effect others? Why did you feel the way you did? To pull our theme back into the mix, how has art shaped you? Has a movie, song or television show changed your ideas? 


In this assignment, I would like for you to explore the affect Art has had on you. Tell a personal story in which Art plays a pivotal role or tell a story in which a song sets the tone. Please reflect on your personal story—How did this event make you the person you are? Did this event help you understand yourself or your relationships? Why is this an important event in your life? What role did Art (Music, Painting, Architecture,  Songs, Advertisement, Poetry, Stories, Culture, History, Theatre...etc.) play in your transformation?



Useful Tips for writing a Narrative

· Focus on one experience

· Write in the first person (“I”)

· Use relevant sensory details (things you can see, hear, taste, feel or smell)

· Include dialog

· Include how the experience is important/ how it affected you


Use a “regular” font: Times New Roman or Currier New in 12 point


Length: no limit, but bear in mind you have to have 15 pages by the end of the semester 
and they will be spread out over 3 essays. 

