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(Please note: dates differ from Syllabus) 

An argument is a discussion involving different points of view. When crafting your Argumentative paper, think of a debate. Choose a topic that is interesting to you or, even better, a topic which has affected you or someone close to you personally. Do NOT write your paper on legalizing marijuana, abortion, capital punishment (death penalty), euthanasia (assisted suicide), or cloning. With the exception of marijuana and cloning, you may choose these topics ONLY if you have a personal experience with them. 


It is helpful to be aware of the writing process while writing an argumentative paper. First, brainstorm and research both sides of your argument. In this paper you will cite research, but it will mostly be your opinions of your side of the argument. Use statistics, facts and information to support your claims. Spend time crafting your thesis statement—it is the backbone of your paper. If it is weak, your paper will not be successful. Support your thesis throughout your paper. 

When citing, use MLA format. The writing center has handouts on the correct format. Please take advantage of these—I use them myself when writing my own papers. No one is an expert on citation; you will always need to refer to the rules.  


The Steps of Argument
1. Craft a clear and meaningful THESIS statement. Make a claim and support it throughout your paper. Remind your reader of your thesis periodically: “Marijuana is often a gateway drug, and this supports the claim that marijuana should not be legalized.” 

2. Write in the third person. 

3. Choose a topic that has strong arguments on BOTH sides and choose the side with which you strongly agree. 

4. Research the other side of the argument and understand the claims that are made by your opposition. You should address these claims just as you would if in a debate. “I know that hunters in rural areas want to own guns for sport, but it is too easy to obtain guns in the United States.”  
5. Why is your view important? Write your paper as if your audience is a person who holds the opposite view, and try to persuade your reader to see your side of the argument. What would change if everyone held your view? (Understand that this is not possible, but think about the implications if it were.)  

6. Remember readers will only process one claim at a time. Devote an entire paragraph to the development and support of each claim. 
