Poetry M.A. Reading List

Ai, Cruelty/The Killing Floor

A. R. Ammons, Garbage

John Ashbery, Self-Portrait in a Convex Mirror

Mary Jo Bang, Elegy

Amiri Baraka, Preface to a Twenty Volume Suicide Note

John Berryman, 77 Dream Songs

Elizabeth Bishop, Geography III

Sherwin Bitsui, Shapeshift

Gwendolyn Brooks, A Street in Bronzeville

Hayden Carruth, The Sleeping Beauty

Cyrus Cassells, The Mud Actor

Lorna Dee Cervantes, Emplumada

Lucile Clifton, Quilting: Poems

Robert Creeley, Pieces

Toi Derricotte, Tender

Mark Doty, Atlantis

Rita Dove, Thomas and Beulah

Alan Dugan, Poems 

Cornelius Eady, You Don’t Miss Your Water

Russell Edson, Wounded Breakfast

Thomas Sayers Ellis, The Maverick Room

Lynn Emanuel, The Dig

Martin Espada, Revolution is the Circle of a Lover’s Hands

Nick Flynn, Some Ether

Caroyn Forche, The Country Between Us

Louise Gluck, The Wild Iris

Jorie Graham, The End of Beauty

Marilyn Hacker, Presentation Piece

Joy Harjo, She Had Some Horses

Michael S. Harper, Dear John, Dear Coltrane

Robert Hass, Human Wishes

Terrance Hayes, Wind in a Box

Edward Hirsch, Wild Gratitude

Major Jackson, Leaving Saturn

Denis Johnson, Incognito Lounge

Rodney Jones, Elegy for the Southern Drawl

Allison Joseph, Soul Train

A. Van Jordan, Macnolia

June Jordan, Things That I Do in the Dark

Ilya Kaminsky, Dancing in Odessa
Bob Kaufman, Solitudes Crowded with Loneliness

Brigit Pegeen Kelley, Song

Galway Kinnell, Book of Nightmares

Etheridge Knight, Belly Songs and Other Poems

Yusef Komunyakaa, Magic City

Li-Young Lee, The City in Which I Love You

Philip Levine, What Work Is

Larry Levis, Elegy

Robert Lowell, Life Studies

Nathaniel Mackey, Eroding Witness

William Matthews, Time and Money

Cleopatra Mathis, What to Tip the Boatman

Heather McHugh, A World of Difference

Campbell McGrath, Spring Comes to Chicago

W.S. Merwin, The Moving Target

Thylias Moss, Rainbow Remnants in Rock Botttom Ghetto Sky

Marilyn Nelson, The Homeplace

Naomi Shihab Nye, Fuel

Sharon Olds, The Dead and the Living

Oliver de la Paz, Names Above Houses

Eric Pankey, The Late Romances

Lucia Perillo, The Body Mutinies

Sylvia Plath, Ariel

Carl Phillips, The Tether

Adrienne Rich, A Wild Patience Has Taken Me This Far

Anne Sexton, Transformations

Charles Simic, Dismantling the Silence

Patricia Smith, Teahouse of the Almighty

Sean Singer, Discography

Mark Strand, Reasons for Moving

James Tate, The Lost Pilot

Natasha Tretheway, Domestic Work

Ellen Bryant Voigt, The Forces of Plenty

Karen Volkman, Spar

C.K. Williams, Tar

David Wojahn, Mystery Train

C.D. Wright, Deepstep Come Shining

Charles Wright, Hard Freight

Franz Wright, Walking to Martha’s Vineyard

James Wright, The Branch Will Not Break

Jay Wright, The Homecoming Singer

Robert Wrigley, The Reign of Snakes

Dean Young, Beloved Infidel 

