SAMPLE

Liberal Studies 400 Proposal Criteria
Your proposal should be typewritten double-spaced and contain at least the following:

· Description of the issue you want to study

· Why you want to study it

· How you intend to study it (this entails describing your study/research methodology, an approximate timeline, and a rough outline of the paper you’ll produce)

· Deliverables (research paper and oral presentation at end of semester)

· Description and justification of how the proposed project satisfies five conceptual dimensions detailed in the Liberal Studies 400 guidelines

Note some of my expectations regarding your research project and associated paper:

· Literature cited will be a mix of practical trade literature and academic literature.

· Some original data capture is needed (e.g. simple, short survey).

· Keep your recommendations few and detailed.  That is, don’t just spew a long list of ideas.  Instead suggest two or three key recommendations, and flesh them out a bit.

· Write well (you know me—write flawlessly).  Also, write expositorily.  I want to read your writing and ideas, not just a bunch of quotations of other peoples’ ideas.

· Let me help you with this stuff.  By this I mean I can help you with survey design and methodology, literature citation conventions (important for avoiding plagiarism trap), draft reviews, and so forth.

To avail yourself of my help, we’ll need to meet from time to time, and you should submit drafts of parts of the paper as you go along.
