Computer-Based Architect Design
Spring 2014

Instructor:		Micah Day
Cell Phone:		217-725-9715
Email:			mday@siue.edu
Office Hours: 	By appointment (call or email)
Course website address: http://demo.dokeos.net

Course Description
Systematic procedures for design, development, and evaluation of learning system.  Emphasis is placed on constructing skills, utilization of materials/features comprehension of variables involved in design, and development and implementation 

Course Objectives
1. Students will attain a moderately high comprehension level, pertaining to using Chief Architect, encompassing the significance of the features used in the software.
· Student’s will be able to locate different features/tools in software.
· Students will know how to properly use features/tools in software.
· Students will understand the significance of basic features that might be overlooked or underestimated.
2. Students will display high levels of retention.
· Students will produce materials/documents per week, showing their mastery of the task.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Students will produce documents showing their understanding of readings through summaries and reflections, relating the readings to their software experience and future implications.

Required Materials
Required
Chief Architect Software.  Software can be purchased from the provided website: http://www.chiefarchitect.com  
Demo Dokeos
Course Requirements
All students are expected to communicate through the course web site with other students and the professor. For this class, you are required to use an email account of your preference to respond with the instructor with personal concerns. 
It is assumed that students enrolled in the course:
· have access to a computer with Internet connectivity
· have skills in using the Internet (use of a browser, web searching, and electronic mail)
Course Expectations
A traditional semester-long, 3-credit course requires meeting as a class for three hours each week (reading and preparation of assignments are generally expected to take another 6 hours weekly); therefore students in this course are expected to spend approximately three hours each week interacting with other course participants via the course Blackboard site, primarily through the Discussion Board.
This is not an independent study course. Communication among all class members is an essential part of this course. Therefore, you are expected to participate through consistent, substantive, and timely contributions to online discussion. Although the mode of communication for this course is primarily asynchronous (that is, you may choose when to do your work) the expectation is that you will complete the assignments and activities by the due dates.
Communication: I sometimes will communicate with you via the "announcements" in Demo Dokeos and your email. Any communications from me to the class via electronic announcements or email are considered “official” and carry the same weight as if a professor had made that announcement orally during a face-to-face class session. 
Inclement Weather Policy: In an online course, weather should not bring educational progress to a grinding halt. The university closing for weather does not change our schedule. We will move forward in cyberspace. 
Assignments
Course Project Reflects student’s ability to utilize software, providing proof of mastery with the software.  Project will entail all features discussed over the duration of the course, showing evidence that all features were applied within the design of their home.  This project is cumulative, building upon small tasks outlined in the courses assignment listings.  
Final Reflection Assignment This paper or video based assignment, choice will be determined by student, exploring the students experience in the course, reflecting on how their knowledge about home building has increased, including their ability to navigate architect software and their overall experience with using the software.  
Forum (Discussion Board) Participation Online replies to reflections and project drafts: Helping each other through online discussion is essential toward the completion of a good course project. Working to develop a sense of community by offering meaningful feedback to classmates within an online course is a student’s responsibility.
You are responsible for adding to your classmates’ ideas, sharing resources, building on points being made, providing feedback on classmates’ reflections, project drafts, etc. It is simply unacceptable to not involve yourself in conversation through the discussion boards. 
Journals (Readings & Architect Assignment) you have online readings to help build your knowledge of various features involved in home building. Writing journals should help you make connections between course readings and your own concerns, experiences, help you make sense of the content, etc. Writing the journals may spark ideas that came to you while reading or thinking about your project. They may lead you to share some resources with your classmates. 
Grading
Class will be determined as follows:
	Assignment
	Grade Points

	Course Project
	200

	Final Reflection Assignment
	100

	Forum Participation
	50

	Journal(s)
	50

	Total
	400




	Letter Grade
	Point Range

	A
	360-400

	B
	320-359

	C
	280-319

	D
	240-279

	F
	Below 239



Grades for course assignments will be determined as follows:
	
	Excellent
	Good
	Fair
	Unacceptable

	Architect Assignments
	All required elements within the instruction are included.  The product has a quality that transcends basic work.  An excellent product will set the standards for following assignments.
	All required elements within the instructions are included.  Some minor details might be missing or not finished.
	Missing required elements with the instructions. Provides evidence of fair understanding of the assignment.  
	The product suffers from neglect of quality.  Does not provide evidence of understanding the assignment.

	
Reflection Posts
	Posts reflect experience from the assignment.  Reflection reveals what you have learned or feel.
	Post reflects experience from the assignment.  Reflection is not as in-depth.
	Post lacks in connecting and relating their learning experience.
	Post doesn’t show evidence of understanding concepts.

	
Feedback Posts
	Feedback is professional, offering encouragement suggestions, and examples for clarity.
	Feedback is professional, offering encouragement, and suggestions. 
	Feedbacks given, giving others short, non-substantive responses.
	Feedback is unprofessional, distasteful or disapproving. 



