Problem Statement

The Need 
I am certain that most people have imagined having their dream house. Or building homes that fulfill another individual’s dream well I thought I’d take a step in that direction and attempt making that dream a reality.  Sometimes it is difficult to imagine how a house or some other construction is going to look like once finished; however, architectural software can help the architect not only see his/her masterpiece through 2D and 3D specks, but certain programs can also give the architect and idea of what their budget might be (shows a financial break down of materials).  This software can prove to be cost-efficient, and capable of allowing home-builders the opportunity to make adjustments in their home blueprint, prior to “breaking ground.”
· Helps architect visualize/design home with minimal effort
· Allows the designer to make changes to the houses blueprint with ease.
· Helps the designer to budget the materials needed to build the home.
· Is time and cost efficient

Standard
All students will be required to do 5 mini tasks/assignments (outlined with the syllabus), be active within discussion boards relating to the feature being taught at the time, as well as a course project and a course reflection assignment.  Each assignment must illustrate that the students understand how to use the software, and that they have an understanding/knowledge about architecture.  
· 5 Mini tasks/assignments
· Students will learn a feature per assignment
· Student will provide class with blueprint of the required task.
· Student will contextualize their experience with each assignment.
· Will provide feedback to peers on assignments

· Being active in discussion forums addressing the following:
· Praises, concerns, or questions
· What did they learn about the feature
· What is involved within each feature (Reflection)?  Integrative concepts.

· Course Project
· Will undergo a series of drafts.
· Peer feedback will be required (adjustments or changes are left solely up to the designer).
· The project will require for the student to implement every feature taught within the course.
· The student will construct an entire house (including interior design).
· 
· Course Reflection Assignment
· After submitting the course project, all students will be required to turn in a 2 page paper describing their course experience or produce a 3-5 minute video explaining their experience.  	Comment by headspartan: I like the concept you have here. One of the things that I'm curious about is the reflection paper. Does it have to be a paper? What if they did a video or presentation illustrating what they learned? This would give them choice and alternatives to the traditional paper that they might do in class.

Bill (suggestion from peer)


I like your idea pertaining to the reflection paper.  I think having the option of creating a tutorial might be kind of cool.  It allows for the learner to be creative and step outside of the box a little bit, instead of having a traditional paper-based reflection.  I think I will state that the learner can either write a reflection paper, o produce a reflection video.  

Micah


I think that is an excellent suggestion, Bill. A video might be a richer documentation of the projecct.

Renae

Background/Rationale (why this course is needed)
The problem of needing to know various elements such as, dimensions, materials, and budget is important. This course will help not only those interested in building or designing homes for an architect company/business; but this is also useful for the average home owner.  Learning how to reconstruct the interior of one’s home can help the owner save time and money, and get the end result that they do want (not just having to take the advice of an outside source or architect).  

Describe context of environment where the problem exists
Within the course, certain problems might arise.  There will be links within the course that will hopefully avert some of these environmental or troubleshooting problems.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The students will be constructing their assignments (home design) from their homes or work station.  Each student will be instructed on what needs to be done in order to run the program efficiently.  If problems do arise, the students will also be shown how to troubleshoot some of the more common issues.  These problems more so than likely will be modem/driver based though.  
